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Vans drive more registration records
· October sets another CV registration record at 33,672, up 10.4 per cent 
· Rolling year also sees record results at 384,567
· 10 months to October see 6.8 per cent growth year on year
· Heavy vans are still driving growth for the month and year 
	New commercial vehicle registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	
	October
	% change
	Year to date 
	% change

	Total
	33,672
	10.4%
	327,557
	6.8%

	Light CVs
	28,105
	13.2%
	277,638
	8.2%

	Trucks
	5,236
	- 1.6%
	46,519
	0.2%

	Buses and coaches
	331
	- 3.2%
	3,400
	- 5.9%


'October's figures show record commercial vehicle registrations and the rolling year total beat the 2003 full-year record of 363,687'said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive. 'These figures clearly point to a record year for CV registrations. Heavy vans are in the driving seat, pushing monthly figures up 24 per cent and year to date figures up 16 per cent. Overall, registration volumes are very high and likely to stay that way through at least the first half of next year.'
October rolling year breaks records
The rolling year total to October was 384,567 compared to 363,687 for the whole of 2003. This is well above the 371,104 annual record in 1989. October CV registrations at 33,672 were up 10.4 per cent on October 2003.
Figures for three and six months to October are up 6.3 and 6.7 per cent respectively, though year-on-year quarterly growth rates show the growth rate down from the double-digit rates of 2003.
Since 1999, October has typically taken between eight and nine per cent of annual registrations.
Pick-ups and 4x4s drop
4x4 utility registrations dropped 15.4 per cent in October and 0.6 per cent year to date. Car-type pick-ups dropped 13.9 per cent for the month and 5.2 per cent for the year to date.
Light vans down

Light vans, up to 1.8 tonnes gross vehicle weight, dropped 2.4 per cent in October and 2.8 per cent for the year to date. 
Medium vans up strongly
Medium vans, 1.8 to 3.5t gvw saw registrations up 20.7 per cent in October on the same time last year.
Heavy vans up and driving the overall CV total 
Heavy vans, 2.6 to 3.5t gvw are up of 24 per cent for October and 16 per cent for the year to date. On a net increase basis, this sector has accounted for all the growth in CV registrations in October and the year to date.
Trucks at 55,703 for the rolling year
Truck registrations are close to 56,000, though the trend dipped slightly in the last quarter. Over the year to October, trucks were up 0.2 per cent on the same period in 2003. Over the three and six months to August 2004 the figures were minus 1.6 and minus 0.3 per cent respectively. At October 2004, these growth rates were minus 1.6 per cent over three and 0.5 per cent over six months.
Heavy trucks, over 15t gvw were down 4.4 per cent in October and light and medium trucks up to 15t gvw grew by 3.8 per cent. For the 10 months to October, heavy trucks were down two per cent while light and medium trucks up to 15t gvw increased by 3.8 per cent. For the three months to October, truck registrations over 15t gvw dropped 4.1 per cent while those for trucks up to 15t gvw grew 2.7 per cent.
Bus and coach registrations down 3.2 per cent
October 2004 bus and coach registrations were 3.2 per cent down, with buses down 2.6 per cent and coaches down 25 per cent. In October, year-to-date bus registrations fell 10.2 per cent, whilst coach registrations were up seven per cent. The rolling year totals for buses at October was 3,031 and for coaches 1,096.

Bus and coach registrations for the three and six months to October are in the table below.
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	October 2004
	 3 Months to date
	% change
	6 months to date
	% change

	Total
	910
	- 6.8%
	1,948
	- 1.46%

	Buses
	732
	- 7.1%
	1,479
	- 3.7%

	Coaches
	178
	- 5.8%
	469
	5.9%


SMMT bus and coach data covers all vehicles over 3.5 tonnes gvw - the analysis is based on buses as ‘fare stage PSVs’. Some buses are also in with vans and truck registration figures. For October 2004 there were 31, in the same month last year 17 units. Over the 10 months to October the cumulative totals were 372 and 319 respectively.  Please see to the footnote to the main schedule analysis by maker.
If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on 
Mobile +44 07974 436641  e-mail rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
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The charts above show the rolling year statistics – cumulative 12 monthly totals to each month.

 October CVs





Annual, rolling year total now above 384,000 units.





Growth of 10.4 per cent over October 2003.





Net growth of 3,179 units year-on-year rests on heavy van growth.








October up 13.2 per cent





4x4s drop 15.4 per cent.





LCV to 1.8t down 2.4 per cent, YTD down 2.8 per cent.





Car-type pick-ups fall 13.9 per cent, YTD down 5.2 per cent.





Heavy vans 2.6t-3.5t up 24 per cent in October and up 16 per cent YTD.





Annual truck volume stable





Registrations stable around 56,000 on a rolling year basis.





Annual volumes likely to be constant in the near term.





October sees 3.8 per cent rise in >15t 2 axle rigids; up 3.8 per cent YTD.
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